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Heinemann's for many years. As mentioned on p. 318, he became
managing director of the firm, with Theodore Byard as chairman
after Heinemann's death. When Byard, who had played an active
part in furthering the best interests of the book trade, died in 1931
Evans succeeded him as chairman as well. Something of an author
himself, and at one time an elementary schoolmaster, he possessed
not a little of the founder's own flair for fiction and other branches
of letters, and added many successes to the Heinemann list.
T. Werner Laurie, who had been with Fisher Unwin before
starting his own publishing business in 1904, died before the end
of the War. 'London is rapidly becoming impossible', he wrote to
the present author in the spring of 1941. * I go to the office daily
although I am seventy-five and remember working in my father's
educational publishing office sixty years ago. Some day I hope to
retire.' George Moore and Upton Sinclair were among his authors.
Early in 1945 came the death in his seventy-seventh year of
Alexander Moring, who made a pioneer contribution to fine book
production with the De La More Press, founded in 1898. With his
King's Library, King's Classics, and other productions, he had
helped to raise the standard when good printing and beautiful
books were not so common as they are to-day. A master craftsman
died in the following spring in Charles Harry St. John Hornby,
whose Ashendene Press, the most absorbing interest of his busy
life, came to share the fame of the Kelmscott and Doves Presses
among book collectors everywhere. He lived to be seventy-eight.
The death roll of 1945 also included the name of Lieutenant-
Colonel W. A. Collins, the fourth William Collins in direct suc-
cession to the founder of the firm. He had won the D.S.O. in France
during the first World War. Afterwards, as head of the business,
and in association with his brother, Sir Godfrey P. Collins, sub-
sequently Secretary of State for Scotland, he had seen the pub-
lishing side of William Collins, Sons & Co., expand in all its varied
branches. Another William (W. A, R. Collins), hk eldest son,
succeeded him, and in January, 1948, inaugurated Collins* Children*$
Magazine, which promises to mark an epoch in literature for young
people.
Another personality passed away in the autumn of 1946 when
C. W. Chamberlain, head of Methuen's, with whom his whole life
had been bound up, died shortly after his final, retirement.
Methuen's had seen many changes since they last figured in these